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Representation or stereotype? The digital documentation of 
colonial collections 

Archivschule Marburg: Data Ethics for Archival Science and Historical Research



Museums and Representation 

Photographs from the exhibitions of the Musee du Quai Branly, Paris and the CSMVS Museum, Mumbai 



Digital Collections

https://collections.quaibranly.fr/



Thugs: British Museum
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A Traveller being strangled by Thugs: Victoria and Albert Museum

https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O83226/a-traveller-being-strangled-by-model-unknown/





Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, Mumbai





What is the role of the archive/ museum when it comes to ethically showcasing 
collections online?



Documentation: The data-fication of cultural knowledge





Institutional responsibilities 

• The new role and understanding of cultural 
institutions today 


• Providing contextual information 


• Rethinking documentation practices 


• Making searches more user friendly 

Its focus is not exclusively on the reality of colonised 
countries nor on the context of former imperialist 
nations;
it reflects instead on their relations, the cultural 
exchanges and the politics that have been shaping
museum practice and transforming current 
museological literature since the end of the last 
century. 
(The Anticolonial Museum, p.18)



Stevenson, M. (2009) Clay Modelling in India in Museums Victoria Collections https://collections.museumsvictoria.com.au/articles/2794 
Accessed 11 August 2026



Thinking about access: Ethics of access to data

• Regional disparities and 
who has access to 
collections


• Who can afford to 
digitise?



Thank you for your attention 


