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The findings in the study are based on master's thesis titled "Özel Arşivlerde Gizlilik, Mahremiyet ve Erişim Kısıtlamaları" (2025) , Marmara University.
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Findings
The reasons of access restrictions, whether they are
visible or invisible cluster around three categories; 

Ethical Legal Operational 



Legal

PII-Personally Identifiable Information 

Copyright 

Legally binding contracts 

Health records 

etc. 

a framework constrained by legal and contractual provisions 



Ethical
consideration of professional and/or social ethical factors 

Privacy and dignity of third parties (aka Blind Donors) 

Sensitive personal data (religious, political, medical or
sexual content, or topics that are socially taboo) 

Social, cultural or religious sensitivities 



Operational
a framework constrained by legal and contractual provisions 

Preservation/conservation requirements 

Insufficient personnel, budget and infrastructure of
institutions 

Status of documents/funds that have not yet been classified
and cataloged 



Boğaziçi University Library Rare Books and Cultural Heritage

Description of restricted material

Boğaziçi University Library. Jale İnan Collection. Boğaziçi University Library Digital Archive.
https://digitalarchive.library.bogazici.edu.tr/



Consent of third parties
TDV Islamic Studies Center Library Archive

TDV Islamic Studies Center . Orhan Şaik Gökyay Papers. ISAM Library Archive.
https://arsiv.isam.org.tr/index.php/orhan-saik-gokyay-evraki



Privacy of religious context
SALT Research Archive

SALT. Saints Pierre and Paul Church in Galata. SALT Research Archive.
https://archives.saltresearch.org/handle/123456789/2572



VEKAM Library and Archive
Access restrictions notice

Koç University Vehbi Koç Ankara Studies Research Center. Vehbi Koç Collection.  Koç University
Digital Collections
https://librarydigitalcollections.ku.edu.tr/collection/vehbi-koc-koleksiyonu/



Orient-Institut İstanbul Traugott Fuchs Archive
The archive is still being processed, and staffing is limited;
however, this does not result in access restrictions.
In accordance with the MPLP (More Product, Less Process)
approach, all materials are available for consultation but
subject to a confidentiality review
The archive has not yet been fully digitized; however, access
is facilitated for users who are unable to visit the archive in
person.
The only example with a publicly available access policy in
Turkey

Orient-Institut Istanbul. Traugott Fuchs Archiv. 
https://oiist.org/bibliothek/traugott-fuchs-archiv/



Restricted - Fully if all the archival materials are
restricted

Restricted - Partly if some of the archival
materials are restricted

Restricted -
Possibly

if the archival materials may
be restricted

Undetermined it is unknown if the archival
materials are restricted

Unrestricted no access restrictions on the
archival materials

The National Archives 
Access Restriction Status Authority List 

The National Archives. Access Restriction Status Authority List
https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/lcdrg/authority-
lists/access-restriction-status



Open (code 90) No restrictions

Open, no copying
(code 95)

Open to consult, but
reproduction is barred by
donor

Government
restrictions (code
32)

Unreviewed or exempt
government records

Private records
restrictions (code
18 and 10)

Donor-set access conditions

Restricted (code
18)

Access only through donor-
established application
procedure.

Closed (code 10) Not consultable until a set
review date

Restrictions vary
(code 96)

Mixed access conditions
within one group of records

To be determined /
closed pending
processing (code
99)

Access conditions not yet set

Libraries and Archives Canada 
Archival Document Restrictions and Access Codes 

Libraries and Archives Canada. Archival document restrictions and access codes 
https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/services/public/consult-material/document-restrictions.html 



Conclusion
Access restrictions are a natural part of archival processes and should
not be regarded as “insufficiency” or “defect”

Institutions should maintain the trust of researchers and the public by
adopting transparent procedures and communication practices

Each archive is unique, and so are its access conditions. Effective
access practices cannot simply be replicated; they must be grounded in
the archive’s specific context, legal framework, and socio-cultural
environment.
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