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Endangered Archives Programme Both the objectives of digitization and
survey were successfully completed.We
have succeeded in completing the entire

Vernacular syncretism and cultural Search all archives a targeted task of digitization at the Maha
heterodoxy in colonial Bengal: Digitisation Bodhi Society Kolkata archive. The Maha
and survey of rare archives at Maha Bodhi Bodhi Society Kolkata archive houses rare

Society, Kolkata (EAP1546) nineteenth and early twentieth century
’ periodicals and texts which are connected

to the Buddhist Maha Bodhi movement in
South Asia and its connection with global

Home Explore the Archives About the Programme Grants Resources and Training Regional Hubs

Project details

DOL: Buddhist networks. Most importantly, the
htps /ldx. doi.org/10-15130/EAP1346 digitization work of this project contains the
Grant holder(s): Maha Bodhi Society journals (the first issue

Professor Anindya Sekhar Purakayastha

began in 1892) along with many other
Buddhist periodicals published from India,

Host Institution:
Institute of Language Studies and Research

(ILSR), Kolkata Sri Lanka, Myanmar and other parts of the
Archival partners: world. All these periodicals have huge
Maha Bodhi Society of India, Kolkata research value for any future research on
rieadauarters South Asian religious history and intellectual
?;’d year: history. We completed a total of 11,465 files
of digital copies through this digitization
Project duration: .
12 months prOJeCt‘
View archives from this project (38) Location(s) of archival material: ]
India https://eap.bl.uk/project/EAP1546
Aims and objectives Award:

12 000
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The very first issue digditized
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Journal of the Mahabodhi Society,
May 1892




Buddhist
Chroniecle

Pali Text written
in Sinhala Script
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1893 Chicago Parliament of World Religions
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From left to right: Virchand Gandhi, Anagarika Dharmapala,
Swami Vivekananda, and G. Bonet Maury.

https://theosophy.wiki/en/World%27s_Parliament_of Religions_%281893%29 https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Anagarika _Dharmapala



https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Anagarika_Dharmapala
https://theosophy.wiki/en/World%27s_Parliament_of_Religions_%281893%29

Reports of the Chicago RELIGIOUS PARLIAMENT were printed in MBJs

Journal of the Mahabodhi Society, 1895-96



The argument revolving Bodhgaya,

‘Malignant Brahmins as the
exterminator of Buddhism
in India




Annie Besant on the head-quarters of

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

Journal of the Mahabodhi Society, 1895-96



The correspondence section
carried imprints of
communication between
Dharmapala and/or members of
the Maha Bodhi Society with
religious and political leaders, not
exclusively of the Buddhist world.



Creation of the centre-periphery
within the Mahabodhi Society

Who writes? What gets published?

. The Women

. The Muslims

. 0Of nationalism

. 0f solidarity/opposition to other religious
. 0f Hinduism

. 0f education

.On the World Religion Parliament
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.On the Bodhgaya Case




In a bid to position Buddhism
as the superiorreligion, the
Journal often failed to distance
itself from the polarized
atmosphere of the times. The
book review for Islamic
Fraternity mentions,
“Christianity and Islam...are
two sister religion with semitic
basis. Both are crude,
unscientific, blood-thirsty...”.
At the same time, the notes
and news section of the same
Journalcarried news of
“Sonthalconverts”to
Christianity, as well as
advocates abolition of caste
system, without differentiation
of the same with class.




Advertising
Rates

Country-wise
representatives
of the society




Types of Advertisements

1896-97

1898-99
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Identification

Titles

Scope and Content
Level Original Title [In English] Title [In Original Content Description Description [in alternative Number and Type Size and Condition of
Reference Languagel!Script) Type language] of Original Material | Dimensions of Original Material
Original Material
Eeleck an Zhelfmark or

Pleaze enter the titles in the original Font, if

option from the | Accezszion number at

Feleck an option

it haz Unicade characters. from the dropdown

A complets statement describing the subject matter and context of the

makerial

Thiz should b an cxack tranzlation of the previous

For example: 1 photograph

Pleaze use centimetres [cm].

For cxample: The red ink is

calumn album cankaining 25 For cxample: Height 10em, | fading, and the the kap right
dropdown lizt, | original Instituktion of httpittunicode.orglcharts! lizt. If wou cannat phetographs; 1 wolume width Sem, depth 1cm COrner is born
For Depazit find an appropriate containing 50 Falias; 235
Guidance, option, please maps; 2 parchment Folios; 1
see the cankact EAP glazz plake negative; 1 palm
FMandatary if FMandat tFile and
Mandatary knu::l':p:lri::ll:-ln- Marndatory Marndakary if applizakle an ;1:;:;:“_;:‘:“ Marndakary ak Gollezkion level (BEut preforakle at allleuelr] Qptional Marndatory Optional Qptional
I d t i i t i i t l S d C t t
Authority Terms Dates Provenance
Country of Origin Related Countries Related Regions |Related TownsiCities| BRelated Subjects Other Related Dates of Material System of Arrangement Custodial History Location of Original Author(s] ! Publisher(s] | Yolume Issue
Subjects [Gregorian Calendar) Material Creators of the of the Number Number
Original Original
Please enter the name of the Please enter the name of any Flease enter the name of any Toinclude multiple tovwens, Felect az many keywords terms IMPORTANT: Please Diezcribe how the callection isthaz Describe the provenancethistory of the Please provide the repositaryg Please also provide Please alzo provide
country where the material was | countries related ko the content | stakes, provinvees, counties, or | zeparake them by 2 zemi-colon, from the dropdown list az check the HELP tab helow | EBeen @rganized and arranged. Include ownerzhip of the material name, rather than the Full conkexkual information, conkextual
created. Pleasze uze the name of af the material. T include ather general regions. Far cxample: Pariz; Bame; Berlin | applicable. IF pau wizh ko add 2 i - reference ko wha was responsible Far address. Far cxample: The where known infarmatian, where
; i . : o or guidance . - .
the: country as it was at that multiple countries, separate subject term not an this lisk, the arrangement. Pleaze include Lowwre, Paris, France knowen. Including, For
time. For cxample: samething them by a zemi-calan, Far please wrike it in the next column mention of whether the material hasz cxample, the place of
created in lstanbul in 1300 cxample: France; Germany; lkaly been ordered according to any publicatian
Mardakary FMandakary Mandatory if knounfapplizakle Marndakary if knoundapplizakle Mandatary Qpkional FMardakary FMarndakary ak Callezkion lewe | FMarndakary at Callezkion leue] FMandakary kn:‘l:::\:d::lri:ll-ld- l:n:ll:::\:d::lri:;ild- kn:l:::tt;r.yiil kn:ll:::it::lr.ritl
Languages Access Copyright Data Protection Digital Copies Promotion
Languages of Scripts of Yriting System Access Is the Does the Material Digital Folder Name Digital File Name [First] Digital File Name [Last] Creation Format of | Number of | Location of Digital Copies Points of interest for
Material Material Conditions Material Suill Contain Sensitive Date of Digital Digital social media ! blogs
in Personal Data About Digital Files Files Files
Heleck as many Seleck as many scripks Eelect fram the Eeleck an aption from the Helectk fram the If pez, pleasze specify in the next Thiz needs ko be exackly the same az it [ This need b be exackly the same az it Hee previous cell far guidance. Far Eeleck an option Eelect an The names of instikutians ather than the If wau are aware of anykhing warth
languages fram the | from the dropdawn lisk | drapdown list. 1z khe drapdown lisk. All drapdiown list calumn appears an the hard drive(s] appear on the hard drive[s). File names | example: EAPOOO0_Excampls_0043 from the drapdown | aption From the Eritizh Library that will hald a digital copy of | highlighting far patential use in
dropdown list 2=z az applicable. IF pou | material writken lefe-ba-Q material Being sent ko muzk end in sequential numbers. we lizk dropdown list the images. zacial media or Blog postz abaout
applicable. If you cannet| cannot find a required right [e.9. Englizh, EAF should be recommend ending filenames using 4 the material, please noke it here.
find a required scripk, please contact | French] or right-to-left, §  'Unrestricked’. Please digits. For cxample:
language, please the EAP team [2.g. Arabic, Chinese]? Jinform the EAP Curatar of EAPOO00_Exampls_ 0001
Marndakary Mandakary Marndaktary Mandakary Marndatary Marndatary Mandakary Marndatary atFile and Ikem leuelr Marndakary akFile andleem leuelr Marndatary Mardakary Marndakary Marndatary ak Collezkion level
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ContentTypes
A Book
= Booklet

“3 Correspondence

Wy

Diary

| | oh

Document

3 |llustration

B Manuscript
L'} Map

(AN Minute book
|2 Newsletter
LR Newspaper

L8 Newspaper clipping
18 Notebook
2} Painting

¥l Pamphlet

(£:8 Pericdical
1N Photograph

£ Plan

AN Postcard

P8 Register

&8 Report
pLS Thesis
el Volume

Court & Legal records
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Languages

English

Bengali

Sinhalese
Abkhazian

Abor

Achinese

Acoli

Adangme

Adygei

Adyghe

Afar

Afrihili

Afrikaans
Afro-Asiatic languages
Ainu

Akan

Akkadian
Albanian
Alemannic

Aleut

Algonquian languages
Alsatian

Altaic languages
Amharic

Angika

Ao

Apache languages
Arabic

Aragonese

Scripts
Latin

Bengali
Sinhala

Ahom, Tai Ahom
Ajami

Anatolian Hieroglyphs (Luwian Hieroglyphs, Hittite Hieroglyphs)

Arabic

Arabic (Nastaliq variant)
Arabic (Nastaliq variant)
Armenian

Assamese

Avestan

Balinese

Bamum

Bassa Vah

Batak

Bengali

Bhaiksuki

Bhujimol

Blissymbols

Book Pahlavi
Bopomofo

Brahmi

Braille

Buginese

Buhid

Accour
Admini
Agricul:
Animal
Anthro
Archae
Archite
Art

Astrolc

Astrone

Baptisr
Biograj
Birth
Burials
Busine:
Castes
Charity
Childre
Church
Cineme
Clothin
Coloni:
Comms
Commiz
Conflic
Constr
Crime
Custon
Dance

Controled Lists



-

THANK YOU



